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The primary purpose of a beach umbrella is to protect the user from excessive sun.  
Photographs of some typical examples appear below. 

      

Almost all commercially available beach umbrellas work adequately when the weather 
is calm.  Many, however, are unable to withstand significant amounts of wind.  Prior to 2009, 
a few companies offered for sale umbrellas specifically designed to be usable in windy 
conditions.  Three are depicted below. 
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In 2009, Bill Schermerhorn developed what he claimed was a superior design for a 
wind-resistant beach umbrella. The genesis of his invention is described in the following 
article. 

 
John Osborne 

“Inventor takes on sun, wind with beachBUB 
umbrella base conceived in Naples” 

Naples Daily News 
May 22, 2014 

 
Some inventions are made in the shade.  That was the case for the 

beachBUB, a beach umbrella base which traces its origins to Naples, 
[Florida]. 

Five years ago on Mother's Day, Bill Schermerhorn and his wife, 
Christine, were sitting on Vanderbilt Beach outside the Ritz-Carlton, 
watching a woman struggle with her beach umbrella, when inspiration 
struck. 

"It was a sunny, windy day," recalled Schermerhorn, a business-
products company owner who splits his time between Naples and Colfax, 
N.C. "The lady upwind from us was trying to secure her umbrella with one 
of those traditional screw contraptions, and not having much success." 

After five minutes of watching the woman wrestle with her 
umbrella, Schermerhorn said, the woman finally completed her task and sat 
down in her beach chair before opening a book. 

"That was when a gust of wind came along and almost tore her 
umbrella from the sand, causing her to grab onto the pole to keep it in place," 
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he said. When the same thing happened a few moments later, Schermerhorn 
decided he needed to step in and get involved. 

"Since we were sitting downwind of her, I knew we wouldn't be able 
to relax until the umbrella was stabilized, so I went over and asked her if I 
could help," he said. Once Schermerhorn had dug a deep hole in the sand to 
keep the pesky umbrella from going anywhere, he returned to his patch of 
beach and did a little reconnaissance work. 

"It was a blustery day, and a lot of umbrellas were up, but they were 
closed," he said. "One of the umbrellas even flew down the beach and hit a 
family. I thought to myself: there's got to be a better way." 

Following that train of thought to patio umbrellas and how they 
work, Schermerhorn envisioned what would eventually become the 
beachBUB, which stands for "beach umbrella base." 

"Patio umbrella stands have a big base -- 60 to 80 pounds -- and they 
do a great job," he said. "I began thinking about how I could get a stand like 
that on the beach that's easy to transport." 

Upon returning home that day, Schermerhorn visited a local home 
improvement store and a fabric store and started tinkering with a prototype. 

"I made it out of a fabric similar to the blue tarp people use for 
gardening," he said. "The next day I took it to the beach … and it worked 
great." 

"The beachBUB tarp has three wings and a hole in the middle," he 
explained. "With a one-time setup, you take your pole and the collar we 
include and anchor it by screwing in three hook-bolts, like a Christmas tree 
stand." 

From there, Schermerhorn said, all you need to do is poke your 
umbrella pole three or four inches into the sand, attach the wings and add 
sand. 

"The beachBUB weighs less than a pound and is very simple to 
transport," he said. "We have testimonials from 5-year-olds to 85-year-olds 
saying how easy it is to set up, and we've tested it with an 11-foot Ocean 
Master umbrella in 42 mph winds and it stays rock solid." 

Schermerhorn has sold more than 500 units while test-marketing the 
beachBUB at a farmer's market on the corner of Vanderbilt Beach and 
Airport-Pulling roads, which encouraged him to continue pursuing the idea. 

"The response was overwhelming," he said. "We did our first 
production run last year, and we're getting ready to do our second 
production run now." 
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An illustration of the invention appears below. 

 

 

 

An explanation of how it works is provided in this video:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lsPyYl7cPCw. 

Many patents filed prior to 2009 address various aspects of the technology of beach 
umbrellas, but you may assume that only one is relevant to Schermerhorn’s innovation.  It is 
set forth below. 
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Imagine that it is now January 1, 2009.  You are a member of a team that has been 
asked to assist in drafting an application for a U.S. patent that, if granted, would maximize 
Schermerhorn’s legal leverage.  With his aid, your team has put together the tentative 
specification set forth below: 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The need to anchor umbrellas and other such devices against unwanted movement has 
long been understood as is evidenced by previously presented devices for same. Some 
devices require carrying some form of weight to add low level mass to the umbrella in 
order to resist movement caused by wind for example. Other devices require anchors 
much like those of a tent, such as stakes, screws and other such devices, or even anchors 
with guy wires. Other like devices require filling and emptying of a vessel. Such vessels 
are inconvenient, especially in emptying, and also limit what may be used to fill the vessel. 
Some anchoring devices are added to an existing umbrella assembly in some way, yet 
device additions inherently limit superior design and function. The present apparatus 
provides a complete anchorable umbrella and allows easy fill and emptying without a 
defined vessel, and needs no transportable weight, and thereby provides a truly 
lightweight and portable apparatus. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The anchorable umbrella apparatus relates to umbrellas, umbrella stands, and related 
stanchions with supports and more especially to a complete anchorable umbrella 
assembly that negates transporting weights and filling of a defined vessel. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The general purpose of the anchorable umbrella apparatus, described subsequently in 
greater detail, is to provide an anchorable umbrella apparatus which has many novel 
features that result in an improved anchorable umbrella apparatus which is not 
anticipated, rendered obvious, suggested, or even implied by prior art, either alone or in 
combination thereof. 

To attain this, the anchorable umbrella apparatus provides for use as more than just an 
umbrella. The apparatus may be topped with the folding umbrella. The first section may 
also be topped with a signpost, banner, or other useful feature or object. Of great 
importance is that the apparatus need not carry any additional weight, such water or sand 
as are often used, in order to be strongly anchored to surface. The apparatus importantly 
also need not be staked like tents and the like, which can be difficult if not impossible in 
rocky ground, for example. Also, sandy surface materials need extremely long stakes in 
order to attempt to accomplish what the apparatus design does without stakes. 

The apparatus offers further advantages by being easily filled and emptied of 
surrounding materials, such as rock, sand, and dirt, for example. The apparatus, 
therefore, provides very important lightweight portability and installation advantages as 
opposed to other such devices that must either have to have a vessel filled with water or 
sand or the like or be staked, for example. Carrying or supporting, filling, and especially 
emptying any defined vessel is not only inconvenient, but cumbersome and much more 
difficult than is filling the tarp of the present apparatus. 
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The present apparatus requires no tools, not even a screwdriver, no ties or tying and is a 
complete apparatus, except for the chosen tarp fill. Further, the present apparatus 
supports whatever device is affixed to the first section unidirectionally, such that no wind 
direction need be considered. The cam lock used to selectively locate the first section 
within the second section of the pole provides positive and rapid performance. The guide 
within the lower portion of the second section importantly prevents a user from having 
to guess how deeply to embed the pole and where to properly locate the collar for best 
selected fill performance, as well as aiding in providing a range of best collar location 
performance. Another advantage of the guide is that the selectively tightened butterfly 
bolts also perform as grommet anchors for the tarp. 

The apparatus may or may not have delineated divisions between the inner isosceles 
triangle and the outer triangles. The triangular division delineations may also only be used 
for explanation purposes. 

Additionally, the delineated divisions may assist users in installation by helping to define 
fill capacities of various weighting materials. The apparatus, while in illustration features 
a hexagonal shape, may be produced as a triangle. The apparatus tarp may be supplied 
with any number of spaced apart grommets. The hexagonal illustration with three 
grommets is an ideal embodiment but the apparatus is in no way limited to a hexagonal 
shape, nor to a triangular shape. The apparatus collar with spaced apart butterfly bolts is 
not limited to three bolts nor is the tarp limited to three grommets. 

Thus has been broadly outlined the more important features of the improved anchorable 
umbrella apparatus so that the detailed description thereof that follows may be better 
understood and in order that the present contribution to the art may be better 
appreciated. 

An object of the anchorable umbrella apparatus is to provide an easily anchored 
apparatus. 

Another object of the anchorable umbrella apparatus is to provide extreme portability. 

A further object of the anchorable umbrella apparatus is to negate additional anchoring 
devices. 

An added object of the anchorable umbrella apparatus is to negate the use of transported 
weight. 

Still another object of the anchorable umbrella apparatus is to negate the use of a defined 
vessel. 

Yet another object of the anchorable umbrella apparatus is to provide superior anchoring 
in windy conditions. 

These together with additional objects, features and advantages of the improved 
anchorable umbrella apparatus will be readily apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art 
upon reading the following detailed description of presently preferred, but nonetheless 
illustrative, embodiments of the improved anchorable umbrella apparatus when taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a top plan view of the tarp. 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the collar with butterfly bolts. 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the tarp located on an existing surface, with section 
pole section in preparation of fit within the tarp opening. 

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the tarp fitted to an existing surface, with a portion 
of the surface within the tarp and with the pole second section fitted within the 
tarp opening. 

FIG. 5 is a perspective of the apparatus fully in use. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

With reference now to the drawings, and in particular FIGS. 1 through 5 thereof, the 
principles and concepts of the anchorable umbrella apparatus generally designated by 
the reference number 10 will be described. 

Referring to FIG. 5, the apparatus 10 partially comprises the pole 20 having a first 
section 21 slideably and removably fitted within the second section 22. The 
receiver 25 is disposed atop the second section 22. The first section 21 is fitted within 
the receiver 25, and the cam lock 26 disposed on the receiver 25 selectively tightens the 
first section 21 at a desired height within the second section 22. The folding 
umbrella 30 is fitted atop the first section 21. 
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Referring to FIG. 3, the pointed tip 24 is disposed downwardly on the second section 22. 
The visual guide 23 is disposed downwardly on the second section 22. The collar 50 is 
slideably fitted around the pole 20 second section 22. 

Referring to FIG. 2, the trio of equally spaced apart butterfly bolts 52 is radialy and 
threadably inserted through the collar 50. A Y end 53 is disposed outwardly on each 
butterfly bolt 52. 

Referring to FIG. 1, the hexagonal tarp 40 partially comprises the isosceles inner 
triangle 44. The reinforcement 47 is disposed centrally within the isosceles inner 
triangle 44. The opening 48 is disposed within the reinforcement 47. An outer 
triangle 42 abuts each side of the isosceles inner triangle 44. 

Each outer triangle 41 further comprises an outer angle 42 of about 90 degrees and a 
pair of spaced apart companion angles 43 of about 45 degrees each. A grommet 46 is 
disposed within the outer angle 42 of each outer triangle 41. 

Referring to FIG. 4 and FIG. 5, each grommet 46 is selectively engaged with one of each 
of the Y ends 53 of one of each of the butterfly bolts 52. The overlapping border 49 is 
disposed totally around the tarp 40 and ensures strength and insures against failure. In 
use, the tarp 40 is place upon an existing surface 12, such as beach sand for example. 
The pole 20 second section 22 is inserted through the opening 48 with the pointed tip 
embedded into the surface 12. The second section 22 is embedded such that the bottom 
of the guide 23 is at about surface 12 level. The beach sand is used to fill the inner 
triangle 44 and also into the outer triangles 41. Each outer triangle 41 is lifted such that 
one of each grommet 46 can be hooked on one of each of the butterfly bolt 52 Y ends 53. 
The apparatus 10 is thereby inserted into the surface 12 and weighted upon the 
surface 12 by the surface 12 itself. Removal is reversal is installation. 

Directional terms such as “front”, “back”, “in”, “out”, “downward”, “upper”, “lower”, and the 
like may have been used in the description. These terms are applicable to the 
embodiments shown and described in conjunction with the drawings. These terms are 
merely used for the purpose of description in connection with the drawings and do not 
necessarily apply to the position in which the anchorable umbrella apparatus may be 
used. 
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As you now know, the most important step in preparing a patent application is drafting 
the claims.  In class, you will work with a small group of fellow students to create claims on 
behalf of Schermerhorn.  To prepare for this exercise you should: 

(a) read pages 33-42 and 67-82 in the WIPO Patent Drafting Manual; 
(b) write down – and bring to class – a preliminary draft of the claims; 
(c) consider whether the tentative claims you have drafted would suggest or require 

any revisions of the specification set forth above. 

 


